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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, PO 

SUBJ: REACTIONS TO ELAG CRISIS 

REE: PONTA DELGADA 178 (DTG 181715Z MAY 77) AND PREVIOUS 

1. PRESS: ONE OE PONTA DELGADA'S DAILY NEWSPAPERS, "ACORES", 

WHICH GENERALLY SUPPORTS THE PSD, IN ITS MAY 18 EDITION HEAD- 
LINED, "ON THE SUNDAY OF SENHOR SANTO CRISTO AZOREAN BLOOD 
FLOWED AND HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC 

IS THE ONE RESPONSIBLE". (SEVERAL WEEKS AGO IT PRAISED EANES 
FOR THE APRIL 25TH MESSAGE TO THE AZORES.) IN AN EDITORIAL 
IT NOTED THAT FOR THE EIRST TIME BLOOD WAS SHED IN A DEMONSTRATION 
IN THE AZORES. THE REASON, A LEGITIMATE DECISION OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL OE PONTA DELGADA WAS NOT RESPECTED, CONTRARY TO LAW AND 
DEMOCRATIC PRACTICE. IT LABELED THE EVENTS OF THE HOLIDAY 
ANOTHER PROVOCATION DIRECTED TOWARDS AZOREANS, ANOTHER EPISODE IN 
THE LONG HISTORY OF THE FIGHT FOR A REAL AUTONOMY, THE DESIRE 
OF THE GREAT MAJORITY. FURTHER MORE, IT SAID IF PRESIDENT EADES 
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DID INDEED SUGGEST THE DISMISSAL OE THE CITY COUNCIL OF PONTA 
DELGADA, THAT WAS THE ATTITUDE OE A DICTATOR. THE EDITORAL ALSO 
NOTED THAT THERE IS A DECISION WRITTEN BY GEN. ALTINO MAGALHAES 
WHEN HE WAS COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF IN THE AZORES AND PRESIDENT OF 
THE REGIONAL JUNTA WHICH PERMITS THE DISPLAY OF THE AZOREAN FLAG. 

2. A LONG ARTICLE IN THE SAME PAPER DISCRIBED THE DETAILS OF 
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THE EVENTS OE THE SANTO CRISTO HOLIDAY INCLUDING ALMOST ALL OF 
WHAT MOTA AMARAL RELATED TO ME (REFTEL). ADDITIONAL DETAILS IT 
REPORTED ARE: MARIO SOARES ATTEMPTED TO GET THE CHURCH TO 
REMOVE THE AZOREAN FLAGS BUT THE BISHOP OF THE AZORES REFUSED. 

WHEN ORDERED BY THE PRESIDENT TO USE TROOPS TO REMOVE THE AZOREAN 
FLAGS THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE MILITARY IN THE AZORES, 

GEN. BARBEITOS DE SOUSA, SAID HE WOULD DO SO ONLY IF HIS MEN 

ALSO TOOK DOWN THE PORTUGUESE FLAGS FLYING ALONG SIDE. ACCORDING 

TO THE NEWSPAPER ACCOUNT, EANES AND THE MINISTER OF THE REPUBLIC, 

GEN. GALVAO DE FIGUEIREDO, DISAGREED BUT WERE FINALLY FORCED TO 
GO ALONG WITH THE MILITARY COMMANDER. THUS, THE MILITARY 
PULLED DOWN BOTH THE AZOREAN AND PORTUGUESE FLAGS. 

3. ADDITIONAL VIOLENCE: IN ADDITION TO VIOLENCE AT THE POLICE 
STATION AND THE BOMB AT THE NAVAL RADIO STATION IN PONTA DELGADA, 
DURING THE NIGHT OF MAY 15-16 A BOMB EXPLODED IN A CAR BELONGING 
TO THE ARMY COMMANDER IN TERCEIRA. ACCORDING TO THE PRESS, DURING 
THE NIGHT OF MAY 16-17 IN PONTA DELGADA A GROUP OF YOUTHS, 

MEMBERS OF THE STUDENT SEPARATIST MOVEMENT (MSE), TOOK OVER A SOUND 
TRUCK AND BROADCAST INDEPENDENCE SLOGANS. ONE REPORT SAID THEY 
WERE MASKED AND ARMED. ALSO, A CAR BELONGING TO A UNIVERSITY 
PROFESSOR WAS DISTROYED BY FIRE, APPARENTLY BY MISTAKE: THE 
ARSONISTS MAY HAVE MISTAKEN IT FOR A SIMILAR CAR BELONGING 

TO A FAR LEFTIST. 

4. COMMENT: IN THE WAKE OF THE FLAG INCIDENT, THE PRESTIGE OF 
RAMALHO EANES, WHICH HAD BEEN GROWING RECENTLY HERE, PLUMMETTED. 
THE MINISTER OF THE REPUBLIC, WHO WAS NOT POPULAR BEFORE, WAS 
STRONGLY CRITICISED, BUT THE COMMANDER -IN-CHIEF OF THE MILITARY, 
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GEN. BARBEITO DE SOUSA, HAS BEEN PRAISED FOR HIS GOOD SENSE. 

THE REGIONAL GOVERNMENT BY REMAINING FIRM VIS-A-VIS THE GOP, 

RETAINED OR STRENGTHENED ITS POPULARITY. BUT THE REAL 
WINNERS WERE THE SEPARATISTS. REGARDLESS OF THE MOTIVATION OR 
INTENTION OF THOSE IN THE GOP WHO ORDERED THE REMOVAL OF THE 
AZOREAN FLAGS, THE EFFECT OF THEIR ACTIONS IN THE AZORES WAS 
TO STRENGTHEN SEPARATISM. RIGHTLY OR WRONGLY, MANY AZOREANS 
WHO ARE NOT SEPARATISTS BLAME THE GOP, NOT FLA, FOR THE VIOLENCE 
DURING THE NIGHT OF MAY 15-16. THE EVENTS OF THE SANTO CRISTO 
HOLIDAY RAISED THE QUESTION ONCE MORE IN THE MINDS OF MANY 
AZOREANS, IS THE CENTRALIST TRADITION OF LISBON TOO STRONG 
TO PERMIT A REAL AUTONOMY? 

PFEIFLE 
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